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Letter from the Executive Board 

Greetings Members!  

 

It gives us immense pleasure to welcome you to the simulation of All India Political Parties Meet 

at Legge Rhythms International Model United Nations. The agenda for the session being ‗Review 

of the 4 years working of the NDA Government. ' 

 

This study guide is by no means the end of research, we would very much appreciate if the 

delegates are able to find new realms in the agenda and bring them forth in the committee. During 

the session, the executive board will encourage you to speak as much as possible, owing to the 

fact that fluency, diction or oratory skills have very little importance in contrast to the content you 

deliver. Just make sure you understand what you‘re speaking and present it with confidence. 

Also, we must remind you that as a Member of the Parliament, etiquette and decorum in the 

House is a sheer necessity. Quality research combined with good argumentation and a solid 

representation of facts is what constitutes an excellent performance.  

 

This sitting in the committee is not going to be an easy one, of this we assure you. The pressure 

of accusations and defence has never been easy to deal with. But, it is also not the sole purpose of 

the debate.  

Thankfully for all of us, with the above comes another assurance, that of a productive session.  

 

We are certain that the conference will prove to be a learning experience for both sides of the 

dais. In case of any queries feel free to contact us. We will try our best to answer your questions 

to the best of our abilities.  

 

All the Best! 

 

Mayank Singhal  Vanshika Chaudhary   MaanvardhanTomar 

Moderator   Deputy Moderator   Advisor 

+919716143676  +918750873238 

 

 

 

 



 

History  

Last days of UPA government  

The story took a new turn when the power was renamed from UPA 1 to UPA 2, soon no 

one was concerned with their policy makers but the eyes were on the political players. 

One by one lined up scams, the Anna movement and several other movements generated 

a concern amongst public and soon the mandate was in search of a new face with vision 

and strong lead.  

Modi lahar, upcoming of a new face and phase of Indian Politics  

Three consecutive wins of NarendraModi as Gujarat‗s Chief Minister, lead to his 

recognition nationwide, the related controversies, his committed work strategies and the 

Gujarat model give a ground to BJP‗s new agenda of development. From leading of election 

campaign to being nominated as the Prime Ministerial candidate, the vision represented the 

development focused idea of taking everyone together irrespective of their caste, class or 

religion. The ideas lead to introduction of new face to national politics and new phase of 

thought which focused politics in developmentmore.  

BJP’s vision 2014  

Focusing upon their idea of ―SabkaSaathSabkaVikas, BJP‘s manifesto focused on all 

sections identifying the developmental rows. BJP showed a concern towards rising price 

where it deemed to establish special courts to stop hoarding and black marketing and also to 

use technology to disseminate real time data to farmers. The focus on employment and 

training considering the importance of skill and promoting vocational training for the same. 

To develop labour intensive manufacturing in tourism and transform employment exchanges 

into carrier centers. They deemed to fight corruption by establishing the system which 

eliminates the scope for corruption. They concentrate on e-governance, system based & 

policy driven governance, rationalization and simplification, establishing task force to bring 

back black money and engaging with foreign govt. to felicitate information sharing on black 

money. They intend to tackle policy paralysis, poor delivery and credibility crisis. They 

concentrate on strengthening the frame work with idea of good governance taking central 

govt. and Chief minister (team India) ,taking centre and state together for the development of 

India .They intend to integrate the nation with highest priority of bringing eastern part with 

the western part, planning along regional aspirations, greater de-centralization through 

smaller states and full justice to SEEMANDHRA+TELEGANA .They also concentrate on 



JAMMU AMD KASHMIR by considering it an integral part of UOI. And to facilitate the 

return of Kashmiri pandits and to guarantee rights of POK refugees.  

They believe in de-centralization by focusing from representative to participative 

democracy, strengthens self-governance and introducing openness in govt.  

They intend to reform the system by introducing the ideology of India first and the idea of 

good governance i.e. governance, administrative reform, judicial reform, police reform and 

electoral reform.  

It believes in widening the platform by focusing upon all sections of society stating 

themselves the govt. of poor marginalized and left behind. They believe in ANTYODAYA, 

to treat extreme poverty as national priority and identifying 100 most backward districts for 

prioritized and integrated development. They intend to bring about social justice by bringing 

ST, SC, OBCs and other weaker sections forward by different policies. They intend to 

provide equal opportunities to minorities and also concentrate on new middle class and rural 

areas along with the betterment of urban areas as well. 

It believes in social security with special focus on senior citizens and specially abled. They 

realize the importance of youth and women(concentrating on BETI BACHO BETI 

PADHAO,women health care and self defense).They concentrate on education whereas 

public spending on education is 6% of GDP, equality of opportunity, establishing national e-

library and several other policies . They believe in development of skills by establishing 

centres for excellence, producing industry responsive man power and developing India‘s 

knowledge power house.  

Giving health assurance to all Indians, setting AIIMS-like institute in every state, promoting 

yoga and Ayurveda, school health programme, universalization of emergency medical 

services,SWACH BHARAT and promoting clean water for diarrhoea free India are some 

major steps taken for the health sector. It focuses on economic revival with special focus on 

GST, special focus on GND and tax incentives for R&D for indigenization of technology and 

innovation. They introduced several new policies in industrial sector to see India as the 

manufacturing hub of tomorrow. The manifesto highlights several other factors and the 

parliamentarians are requested to come with goodresearch.  

The NDA and the opposition  

The NDA consists of BJP+29 parties. This huge alliance came together to act as union govt. 

where the united or several different factors. The UPA along with several other parties 

constitutes opposition and this formation of Lok Sabha takes a reverse situation in 



RajyaSabha where BJP which is into majority. This combination is good for democracy but 

when it comes to quick legislations its one of the major problems and obstruction in fast 

legislative business in this tenure. The parliamentarians are requested to come up with proper 

research regarding their party portfolios and party policies. 

Status quo of countries condition and the challenges in front of NDA government  

The National Democratic Alliance (NDA) Government that assumed power in May 2014 

faces complex and multiple challenges on the economic front. It inherits an economy with 

weak macro-economic fundamentals and serious structural infirmities, the manifestations of 

which are a deep-seated agrarian crisis, stagnating industrial production and rising 

unemployment. 

The most formidable challenge before the Government was arguably the state of Indian 

agriculture. In the past few decades, Indian agriculture has been witness to declining 

investment in basic infrastructure, inadequate levels of credit, rising input costs, increase in 

landlessness, breakdown of agriculture extension services, farmer suicides and rising distress 

migration to urban areas for employment. Agricultural productivity had been severely 

impacted, raising serious questions regarding the viability of small farmers, in particular. This 

agrarian crisis assumed a more serious dimension given that 60% of the country‗s workforce 

remains directly or indirectly dependent on the rural sector whose backbone is agriculture, a 

sector whose share in GDP has dipped to less than 15%.  

The industrial sector in India, especially manufacturing was unable to create decent jobs for 

the millions of youth entering the job market every year. The manufacturing sector has been 

contributing around 15% to the country‗s GDP, and despite the urgency shown by the then 

Finance Minister, Pranab Mukherjee, to increase share of manufacturing by 10 percentage 

points at the end of the current decade, very little changed on the ground. What was 

particularly alarming is that the economic model promoted by successive governments 

allowed the economic space to be appropriated by monopoly capital, while the small and 

medium enterprises, which hold the key to job creation and fostering entrepreneurship, were 

consistently ignored.  

The services sector dominated with 60% of GDP share, but its ability to contribute to 

employment is marginal. While the finance, IT and real estate segments account for some 

40% of the services sector GDP, their contribution to employment was less than 2%. 

Privatization of several key service sectors, most importantly of health and education, 

resulted in sharp increases in the cost of delivery of these services. Thus, despite its declared 



objectives of social inclusion, the market-friendly policies pursued by the previous 

governments resulted in high costs and denial of access to essential services for the poor. 

India has the dubious distinction of being amongst the most privatized health care systems in 

the world and amongst the lowest in terms of spending on public health with less than 1% of 

GDP. 11 years after the 2003 Electricity Act, despite huge capacity additions, millions across 

rural India continued to have no access to electricity. Electricity authorities have 

compromised planning and the growing privatization of power sector entities has resulted in 

an essential service being left to the vagaries of the market. 

On the external front, India continued to make myopic commitments at the WTO and signed 

several Free Trade Agreements (FTAs) and Bilateral Investment Treaties (BITS). These 

initiatives were forged with the stated intent of establishing strategic partnerships but they 

have instead led to an increase in imports, stagnating exports, and have exposed 

vulnerabilities in several critical sectors. The liberal free market regime in trade adversely 

impacted small and medium enterprises, in particular; the critical sources of employment and 

growth. The resultant increase in the trade deficit has pushed the current account deficit to 

unprecedented levels, further heighted the vulnerability of the economy. New generation 

economic partnership agreements such as the ones with the European Union, and the 

Regional Comprehensive Economic Partnership (RCEP) with ASEAN plus 6 and the Trade 

in Services Agreement (TISA) created new challenges in areas such as intellectual property 

rights, investment and public services.  

In the WTO, India faced problems on two fronts: one, implementing the highly iniquitous 

outcome of the 2013 Bali Ministerial Conference, where India‗s food security programme 

faced imminent challenge, and two, countering the developed countries that are now cherry 

picking on contentious issues such as services and government procurement.  

There were many other challenges before social movements, trade unions and civil society 

organizations to hold the NDA Government accountable. 

 

In May 2018, the NDA Government completed four years at the Centre. Most governments 

get into election mode in the last year of its term. NarendraModi‘s government is different. 

The current dispensation has remained almost permanently in election mode, with the Prime 

Minister personally being involved in many state elections, with BJP often fighting these in 

Modi‘s name, often without declaring a chief ministerial candidate.  



 

Therefore, electoral signals have been spread out across the last four years of the government 

and mixed with economic reforms. The fifth year is not expected to be any different.  

 

Given below are the various reforms and policies adopted by the Modi Government in 

various sectors. 

(A)Economic Sector 

Pradhan Mantri Jan DhanYojana 

Three months into the Prime Minister‘s Office, Modi launched the Pradhan MantriJan 

DhanYojana, with a festivity of financial records and a flood of political slogans. A 

scheme to deliver financial inclusion from the top, Jan DhanYojana helps unbanked 

Indians open a bank account, get a debit card, and access to social security schemes 

like insurance and pension. In terms of numbers, it has enabled the financialisation of 

India at a never-seen-before scale — on 17 January 2018, there were almost 310 

million beneficiaries, three-fifths of them in rural areas, with a total balance of Rs 

73,690 crore. With an average balance of Rs 2,377 per account, this shows that despite 

there being no minimum balance requirements, the first steps of unbanked  Indians 

towards organised finance have been taken. Critics have raised issues of privacy and 

security and these would likely get ironed out, going forward. But nobody can deny 

the advantages of the poor having access to modern finance. 

The Benami Transactions (Prohibition) Amendment Act 

The 31st month of the Modi government saw a tightening of a law against black 

money in property. India‘s long war against unaccounted -for, tax-evaded money has 

been through what is known as ‗benami‘ transactions through the purchase of property 

in one person‘s name but financed by another, who also controls it. The 1988 Benami 

Property Transactions Act was weak — no powers of a civil court, no specific 

provisions for vesting of confiscated property, no appellate structure defined. The 

Benami Transactions (Prohibition) Amendment Act, in force since 1 November 2016, 

empowers authorities to provisionally attach and eventually confiscate benami 

properties. It also carries jail terms of between one and seven years and a f ine that can 

be upto 25% of the fair market value of the property. Within six months of the Act 

coming in force, the authorities identified more than 400 benami transactions, 



including deposits in bank accounts, plots of land, flats and jewellery, with mor e than 

240 properties with a market value of more than Rs 600 crore being provisionally 

attached. 

Demonetisation 

The 31st month also brought in what is arguably the most controversial, disruptive and 

critiqued policy of the Modi government — demonetisation. In his 8 November 2016 

address to the nation, Modi announced that Rs 500 and Rs 1,000 currency notes would 

cease to be legal tender that midnight. By tuning into corruption at high places and the 

widespread black money in the economy, Modi articulated a political angst against 

―anti-national and anti-social elements.‖ An additional objective of this scheme was 

curb fake currency and terror financing from across the border. As reports of 

individual and small business hardships flooded the nation, and 98.96% of the notes 

returning back to the banking system, demonetisation ended up creating acute 

individual distress that Finance Minister termed ‗anecdotal‘. It hit real estate, slowed 

growth due to reduced demand, disrupted supply chains, and increased uncert ainty. 

Additionally, it caused a decline in cash-sensitive stock market sectoral indices like 

realty, fast-moving consumer goods and automobiles, and hurt the informal, cash-

driven economy. Hardship aside, demonetisation has forced unaccounted -for money to 

flow into the banking sector, which can and is being tracked. 

Goods and Services Tax 

Modi‘s biggest reform push, with the greatest impact to public finances, and the 

strongest tool against tax evasion and arguably the most complex law in the history of 

Independent India‘s — the introduction of the goods and services tax (GST) — was 

launched in the 39th month of his term. The enabling mechanism was provided by the 

enactment of the Constitution (One Hundred and First Amendment) Act, following 

which Parliament enacted four Central laws. Further, all the 29 States enacted 

enabling laws in their Assemblies, while the Centre notified it for all the seven Union 

Territories. The GST replaces eight Central taxes and nine State taxes, but leaves five 

petroleum products and alcohol for human consumption out of its ambit. In tune with 

indirect taxes in 140 other nations, Modi has brought to completion one of India‘s 

longest reforms — the GST story began more than three decades ago, in 1985. The 

structural reform over, minor tinkering will continue, though criticism about its 



implementation, particularly the huge compliance burden for small enterprises in its 

initial launch, was needless, bureaucratic and not thought through.  

(B) Social Sector 

DDUGJY 

The government recently announced that it has completed the electrification of 18,452 

villages under the DDUGJY. But data show there has not been much impact on the 

country‘s electricity consumption. As per data compiled by the Union power ministry, 

India saw just 5.66% average annual growth in generation between 2014-15 and 2017-18, 

compared to 5.9% between 2010-11 and 2013-14. This despite the fact that thermal power 

plants have been operating at historically low levels in recent years. 

Why power consumption is not growing despite an increase in rural electrification remains 

unanswered.As per the government, a village is considered electrified if it has basic 

electrical infrastructure and 10% of its households and public places have power.If we go 

by this definition, an electrified village is connected to a power grid, but that does not 

mean that all its inhabitants have access to electricity. 

Ujjwala scheme 

On May 1, 2016, the prime minister launched the Pradhan MantriUjjwalaYojana (PMUY) 

with the target to provide five crore LPG connections to women from poor households by 

the end of March 2019. 

While the number of LPG connections has seen a big growth after the rollout of the 

PMUY, it has not been matched by a commensurate increase in LPG consumption.While 

3.6 crore LPG connections have been issued over last two years under the Ujjwala scheme, 

this is not reflected in the consumption of cooking fuel. The growth rate of LPG 

consumption has stayed at the same level as before the scheme was launched. 

 

Affordable housing: Pradhan MantriAwasYojana (PMAY) 

https://thewire.in/government/narendra-modi-government-rural-electrification-power
http://pib.nic.in/newsite/PrintRelease.aspx?relid=142608
https://thewire.in/energy/modi-lpg-scheme


The government has set a target of constructing five crore new housing units by 2022 

under the PMAY, of which three crore are to be built in rural areas and the balance in 

cities. 

But work on both the schemes is proceeding at a tardy pace. 

Against the target to build two crore houses for the urban poor by 2022, only 4.13 lakh 

houses have been constructed as at the end of December 2017 while work is underway on 

15.65 lakh units.The urban housing ministry plans to construct 26 lakh houses in 2018-19, 

26 lakh in 2019-20, 30 lakh in 2020-21 and 29.8 lakh in 2021-22. However, targets look 

challenging given the slow progress till now. For example, in 2016-17 only 1.49 lakh 

houses were constructed against the target of 32.6 lakh units. 

Under the rural scheme, construction of only 16 lakh houses has been completed. 

(C) Job creation 

Mudra scheme 

The Mudra scheme, which focuses on meeting the capital requirement of first-time women 

and Dalit entrepreneurs, has been advertised as a big job creator by the Modi government. 

However, a close scrutiny of average loan size reveals that Mudra‘s optics is more 

attractive than its reality. 

Loans of up to Rs 50,000, up to Rs 5 lakh and of between Rs 5 lakh and Rs 10 lakh are 

given under the scheme, which was launched in 2015.Nearly Rs 6 lakh crore has been 

disbursed to over 12 crore beneficiaries under the Pradhan Mantri Mudra Yojana, which 

was launched in 2015. As reported by The Wire recently, the number of larger-sized loans 

– of more than Rs 5 lakh – that can create real jobs are just a tiny percentage, or 1.3% of 

total loans disbursed under the scheme. 

The balance loans are in sizes of less than Rs 50,000 and of between Rs 50,000 and Rs 5 

lakh. 

The average size of Mudra loans in 2017-18 was Rs 52,700, an amount that could hardly 

be expected to generate jobs. 

https://thewire.in/labour/modi-mudra-loan-scheme-job-creation-reality


Modi had promised to create jobs on the campaign trail for 2014 general elections. But he 

has largely changed tack after coming to power, saying that he wants to turn job-seeking 

youth into job-creators. 

But economists are not convinced by the Modi government‘s U-turn, which they see as a 

diversionary tactic. Such loans can at best provide underemployment, not full-time 

employment. 

Skill India 

The prime minister launched the scheme in July 2015, with the aim to train 24 lakh youth 

in the first phase. However, marred by overlaps in roles and responsibilities across 

departments, the scheme failed to take off, costing Rajiv Pratap Rudy his ministerial berth. 

He had to resign as minister for skill development and entrepreneurship last September. 

The first phase of the scheme was easy as each trainee had to be given Rs 5000-12,000. No 

surprise, the National Skill Development Council (NSDC) overshot its first phase target. It 

trained 18 lakh people and certified another 12 lakh. 

However, the targets of the second phase, which was launched in 2016 with the target to 

skill one crore youth by 2020, proved too difficult for the government to achieve. 

(D) Healthcare 

National Medical Commission (NMC) Bill, 2017 

The union cabinet cleared the NMC Bill, 2017 that sought to replace the much-tainted 

Medical Council of India (MCI) with a 25-member body comprising medical professionals 

and experts from associated fields. As per the Bill, a committee under the Cabinet 

Secretary will be responsible for the selection of the members. 

The Bill embodies a fundamental shift in regulatory philosophy from inputs such as 

teacher salaries to learning outcomes. It proposes common entrance and exit examinations 

for medical colleges at the national level. While the former will allow students to compete 

on the basis of merit instead of their ability to pay capitation fee, the latter will ensure that 

all doctors in the country possess a minimum set of competencies. 

https://www.financialexpress.com/india-news/why-rajiv-pratap-rudy-lost-his-job-in-narendra-modi-cabinet/840131/


Another important feature of the Bill is the proposal to establish dedicated boards for 

regulating graduate education, postgraduate education, accreditation and assessment of 

institutions as well as ethics and registration. If implemented, the provisions of the Bill 

will ensure greater flexibility for medical institutions, including doing away with the need 

for colleges that have received graduate recognition to seek separate permission for 

starting a postgraduate course. 

 National Nutrition Mission 

The National Nutrition Mission approved by the union cabinet in December 2017 has 

paved the way for information and communication technology-enabled, real-time 

monitoring of children from the stage the pregnant mother registers at an Anganwadi 

centre till the first 1,000 days of their life. Other noteworthy features of the Mission 

include a very robust convergence mechanism among ministries, incentivising Anganwadi 

workers for using information technology-based tools, introducing height measurement of 

children at Anganwadi centres, establishing Nutrition Resource Centres and involving 

masses through Jan Andolan for their participation on nutrition. The approach proposed 

under the Mission signals a significant departure from business as usual and has the 

potential to make an important dent in the country‘s persistent malnutrition problem. 

Ensuring convergence among various schemes that impact nutrition indicators has been a 

persistent challenge. Setting up the NNM is an important signal to all concerned 

stakeholders that nutrition is a priority for the government at the highest levels. This, 

coupled with the intensive monitoring proposed under the Mission (through a technical 

unit at NITI Aayog), will help to ensure that this time around the desired convergence 

actually happens. 

 (E) Agriculture 

Pradhan MantriKrishiSinchaiYojana has given a boost to productivity by ensuring 

irrigation facilities. The Vision is to ensure access to some means of protective Irrigation to 

all agricultural farms. Farmers are being educated about modern irrigation methods to give 

‗Per Drop More Crop‘. 



ParamparagatKrishiVikasYojana has been launched to motivate groups of farmers to take 

up organic farming. A special scheme has also been launched in North-Eastern Region for 

promotion of organic farming and export of organic produce. 

Soil Health cards have been introduced to enhance productivity of specific crops in a 

sustainable manner &shall be issued to all 14 crore holdings in the country. About 248 lakh 

samples are to be analyzed in 3 years‘ cycle. 

A new urea policy has been announced to enhance domestic production and energy 

efficiency & Revival of fertilizer plants in Gorakhpur, Barauni and Talcher done to enhance 

self sufficiency 

In the wake of the recent unseasonal rains, the NDA Govt pro-actively announced that the 

farmers will be eligible for input subsidy if 33 percent or more of their crop is damaged. 

Earlier, farmer would be eligible for subsidy only when the crop damage was 50 percent or 

more.  The existing quantum of financial assistance is also enhanced by 50% in case of crop 

losses. 

Price Stabilisation Fund with a corpus of Rs.500 crores has been established, to support 

market interventions for price control of perishable agri-horticultural commodities. This 

intervention will regulate & mitigate price volatility. 

Gram JyotiYojana will provide uninterrupted electricity supply by separation of feeders. 

This will not only boost production, but will also have a huge impact on the overall lives of 

the farmers, including cottage industries, education, etc. 

(F) Education 

Initiatives – Higher Education 

In last four years, the NarendraModi led Government has started seven new Indian Institutes 

of Management (IIMs), six new Indian Institutes of Technology (IITs) and two new Indian 

Institutes of Science Education and Research (IISERs). 

The last one year can be considered as HRD Ministry‘s most productive since 2014. The 

government fulfilling its promise of providing more autonomy to Higher Education Institutes 

has approved a new law to give IIMs unprecedented levels of academic and administrative 

freedom. In addition to that, a new regulation passed by the University Grants Commission 

(UGC) has granted different grades of autonomy to all institutions of higher learning based 

on their performance. 



Initiatives – School Education 

As far as schools education is concerned, construction of toilets in all government schools 

and conducting the first National Achievement Survey (NAS) are two significant 

achievements. 

The first of its kind largest sample survey was also conducted by the Government to observe 

the learning outcomes of students in classes III, V and VIII. 

The ministry has made Board examinations compulsory again for Class X in CBSE. The 

Right to Education Act has been amended by Parliament extending the deadline to train all 

unqualified school teachers till March 2020. The Government as per its promise to introduce 

a mechanism to monitor performance of states under the SarvaShikshaAbhiyan has launched 

the online platform ―ShaGun‖. 

Education for Girls 

BetiBachaoBetiPadhao: The initiative aims to enhance the sex ratio and the status of the girl 

child along with their enrollment in the education. The initiative was rolled out by the 

Ministry of Women and Child Development and supported by the Department of School 

Education and Literacy An award is being instituted from the ―BetiBachaoBetiPadhao‖ 

Abhiyan for School Management Committees which achieve 100% transition of girls at 

different levels of education. 

UDAAN: it is an initiative of the Central Board of Secondary Education (CBSE) to enable 

disadvantaged girl students and other students from SC/ST and minorities to transit from 

school to post-school professional education especially in Science and Mathematics. It aims 

to reduce the quality gap between school education and engineering education entrance 

systems with focus on three parameters –curriculum design, transaction and assessment. 

Providing Assistance for Girls’ Advancement in Technical Education Initiative 

(PRAGATI):  The All India Council for Technical Education (AICTE) scheme envisages 

selection of one girl per family where total annual income is less than 6 lakh. The selection 

will be done on the basis of ranks obtained by girls in the qualifying examinations to pursue 

technical education. The scholarship amount is Rs. 30,000 or tuition fees or actual whichever 

is less and Rs. 2000/ month for ten months as contingency allowance. 

 

 



 

(G) Foreign Relations 

Persuading the US over H-1B, H-4 visas 

Given the US plan to scrap a rule allowing spouses of H-1B visa holders to work legally in 

the country, the ME Asaid the government would make all efforts to persuade the Trump 

administration against such a move. 

The US government is planning to end the Obama-era rule under which spouses of H1-B visa 

holders are given work permit or H-4 visa, a move that could affect more than 70,000 such 

visa holders. A significantly large number of these H-4 visa holders are highly-skilled 

professionals from India. 

Ties with Maldives 

Amid increasing strain in the India-Maldives relationship, Swarajhas said that although 

bilateral ties may have seen ups and downs, they were "not broken and cannot be 

broken". She added that India plays the role of a counsellor and gives humanitarian assistance 

to the island nation. 

"Maldives is our neighbour. 'India First' is part of their foreign policy. In ties with Maldives, 

whichever government has been in power (in India), there have been ups and downs. There 

had been ups and downs in the past, there are (ups and downs) now also. But ties with 

Maldives are not broken and connot be broken," Swaraj asserted. 

Bringing Mallya back 

Prime Minister NarendraModi had conveyed his unhappiness to his British counterpart 

Theresa May over focus on conditions of Indian prisons during court hearings on extradition 

of fugitive Vijay Mallya to India. 

Modi, during a meeting with May in London in April, told  that it was not proper for courts to 

ask about the condition of Indian jails as the British themselves had kept Mahatma Gandhi, 

Jawaharlal Nehru and other Indian leaders in these prisons. 

On trade with Iran, Venezuela amid US sanctions 

The Ministry of External Affairs has said it will continue trading with Iran and Venezuela 

despite US sanctions against the two countries, asserting that it only recognises UN 

restrictions. 

https://www.firstpost.com/world/without-h4-ead-i-would-not-come-to-the-us-first-person-accounts-from-the-other-side-of-the-h1b-visa-4326049.html
https://www.firstpost.com/india/maldives-says-it-declined-indias-invitation-for-milan-2018-naval-exercise-because-of-state-of-emergency-4370195.html
https://www.firstpost.com/business/vijay-mallya-loses-uk-lawsuit-over-rs-10000-crore-in-indian-claims-ruling-benefits-idbi-bank-modi-and-bjp-4461677.html
https://www.firstpost.com/india/british-jailed-mahatma-gandhi-jawaharlal-nehru-in-same-prisons-narendra-modi-told-theresa-may-on-vijay-mallya-4486075.html


"We only recognise UN sanctions. We do not recognise any country-specific sanctions," 

Swaraj said. She made the remarks while responding to a question on whether US sanctions 

against Iran and Venezuela will hit India's oil imports from the two countries. Iran is India's 

third largest oil supplier. Venezuela is also one of the major suppliers of oil to India. 

On relations with China after Doka La standoff  

Swaraj said there was no change in status quo at the face-off site in Doka La, and asserted 

that a major outcome of last month's informal summit between Modi and Chinese president 

Xi Jinping was enhancing of mutual trust between the two countries. She said both sides 

managed to resolve the crisis through dialogue and diplomacy. 

(H) Other landmark reforms 

Aadhaar:  The brainchild of the UPA government, Aadhaar was reinforced by the NDA and 

is now one of the most credible ID cards especially for government beneficiaries to claim 

subsidies and benefits. Implemented by the Unique Identification Authority of India 

(UIDAI), Aadhaar has now become an inevitable tool to claim gas subsidies, for opening 

bank accounts, claiming benefits through the Public Distribution System. 

However, it became controversial after questions were raised about the safety of an 

individual‘s biometric information which includes finger prints and retina scan. After the 

Supreme Court announced Right to Privacy as a fundamental right in August last year, 

certain government mandates such as linking of bank account numbers and mobile phone 

numbers with Aadhaar were extended indefinitely by the top court earlier this year, especially 

after theft of personal information was reported.  

Digital India: Modi‘s 'Digital India' was a visionary project which is being realized 

gradually. The NDA government has laid about 2.7 lakh kilometres of optical fibre which has 

connected 1.15 lakh gram panchayats under BharatNet, The Times of India reported. It has 

also boosted entrepreneurship and skilled development. The launch of 2.91 lakh Common 

Services Centre (CSC) has amplified digital transactions ranging from banking to insurance 

to pension to Bharat bill payments. CSCs carried out digital transactions worth Rs 20,000 

crore in FY 2017-18. The BHIM App also recorded mammoth success when it carried out 

digital transactions worth Rs 24,100 crore as of March 2018. The only hurdle that the 

government faces is cybersecurity, though the future looks promising. 

https://www.firstpost.com/india/doka-la-border-disengagement-heres-how-the-standoff-unfolded-since-june-3982061.html
https://blogs.timesofindia.indiatimes.com/toi-edit-page/digital-india-comes-of-age-under-the-modi-government-it-is-giving-rise-to-employment-entrepreneurship-and-empowerment/


Given below are some statistical records of the Modi Government: 

 

  

 



 



 

 

 

NOTE 

Please note that this background guide is just a touch up on the various policies and schemes 

launched by the NDA Government in the last four years. There are various other policies and 

initiatives undertaken by the government. Take this background guide as just a basis and then 

build upon the same further by researching more. Feel free to contact the executive board 

members in case of any issues. 


